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telligence. A strong party of military and police have
entered the forest to discover and secure us; they are
twenty to one, and therefore too strong for an open combat.
The castle cannot stand an hour's siege, and an ambush,
although it might prove successful, and gain us time, will
eventually only render our escape more difficult, and our
stay here impossible. I propose, therefore, that we should
disperse for a few days, and, before our departure, take heed
that no traces of recent residence are left in this building.
If we succeed in baffling their researches, we can again as-
semble here; or, which I conceive will be more prudent
and more practicable, meet once more only to arrange our
plans for our departure to another and a more distant coun-
try. We have ample funds ; we can purchase a ship. Ming-
ling with the crew as amateurs, we shall soon gain sufficient
science. A new career is before us. The Baltic leads to the
Mediterranean. Think of its blue waters and beaming skies;
its archipelagoes and picturesque inhabitants. We have
been bandits in a northern forest; let us now become pirates
on a southern sea !'

"No sympathetic cheer followed this eloquent appeal;
there was a deep, dull, dead, dismal silence. I watched
them narrowly; all looked with fixed eyes upon the table.
I stood with folded arms ; the foot of Pahlen nervously pat-
ting against the ground was the only sound. At length,
one by one, each dared to gaze upon another, and tried to
read his fellow's thoughts; they could, without difficulty,
detect the lurking but terrible alarm,

iWell, gentlemen,' I said, 'time presses ; I still trust I
am your captain ? 7

' 0 Fleming, Meming,' exclaimed the cook, with a broken
voice and most piteous aspect, and dropping my title, which
hitherto had been scrupulously observed; l how can you go
on so! It is quite dreadful!'

There was an assenting murmur.